
STATE OF ILLINOIS 

ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

December 14,2005 

City of Chicago, Cook County, Illinois 
Petitioner, 

vs. 

Union Pacific Railroad Company, Norfolk Southern Railway Company and Belt 
Railway Company of Chicago 

: T05-0065 
: 

Respondents. 

Petition for authorization for grade crossing viaduct reconstruction as part of 
the City of Chicago - ICC vertical clearance improvement program on 87'h 
Street in the City of Chicago, County of Cook, Illinois. 

Mr. Jack Pace 
Assistant Corporation Counsel 
City of Chicago 
30 North LaSalle Street, Suite 900 
Chicago, IL 60602-2580 

Dear Mr. Pace: 

: 

Receipt is acknowledged of the original and three (3) copies of the Petition filed December 13, 

All future correspondencelpleadings should be filed with an original and two (2) copies 
and addressed to: Mr. Dave Lazarides, Acting Director of Processing, Illinois Commerce 
Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, IL 62701 or you may file the original 
electronically through E-docket if you have an account. To apply for an account, please log on to 
www.icc.state.il.us and apply for an E-docket account. 

2005 in the above matter. 

Processing and Information Section 

KI 

Cc: Mr. Mack Shumate, Jr., UP 
CT Corporation System, UP 
Mr. Dave McKernan, UP 
Mr. Thomas W. Ambler, NS 
Mr. Richard E. Boyle, NS 
Mr. Rick Ray, NS 
Mr. Timothy Coffey, Belt Railway Company of Chicago 
Ms. Alaina Bridges, City of Chicago - DOT 

527 East Capitol Avenue, Springfield, Illinois 62701 [TDD (WW) [217] 782-7434] 
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Petition for authorization for grade crossing viaduct 

in the city of Chicago, County of Cook, Illinois 

) 

) 
1 
7-0’5- dOL5 reconstruction as part of the City of Chicago - ICC 

vertical clearance improvement program on 87” Street 

PETITION 

Now comes the City of Chicago (“City”), by and through its attorney, Mara S. Georges, 

Corporation Counsel, and petitions for authorization to reconstruct certain railroad viaducts as 

part of the City of Chicago - ICC vertical clearance improvement program on 87‘h Street in the 

city of Chicago, County of Cook, Illinois. 

following: 

1, 

In support of its Petition, the City states the 

Eighty-seventh Street is an east-west arterial highway in the city of Chicago. As part of 

the City - ICC vertical clearance improvement program, the City intends to reconstruct a 

portion of 87Ih Street approximately 1900 feet in length, lowering the pavement grade of 

the highway. 

Within the overall reconstruction project footprint, three viaducts span over 87” Street 

containing railroad tracks of the Union Pacific, Norfolk Southern and Main Belt 

Railroads. The reconstruction project will start at a point app. 200 feet west of the 

viaduct owned by the Union Pacific and extend east from that starting point app. 1900 

feet. 

The westernmost viaduct, DOT No. 867203B, is owned by the Union Pacific Railroad 

(“UPRR”) and it is currently within the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of 

Transportation (“IDOT”). IDOT and Cook County are in the process of formally 

2. 

3. 



finalizing an agreement to transfer jurisdiction from IDOT to Cook County. The UPRR 

will be raising the current vertical clearance of the viaduct from 12' 8" to a minimum 

clearance of 14' 6". The reconstruction project will retain this new minimum clearance. 

The next viaduct to the east of the UPRR viaduct is a viaduct owned by the Norfolk 

Southern Railway and it is currently within the jurisdiction of the Illinois Department of 

Transportation ("IDOT"). IDOT and Cook County are in the process of formally 

finalizing an agreement to transfer jurisdiction from IDOT to Cook County. It has a 

current vertical clearance of approximately 23' 8" and this clearance will not be 

materially altered by the City's reconstruction project. The next viaduct to the east, DOT 

No. 843844P, is owned by the Main Belt Railroad and is currently within the jurisdiction 

of Cook County. This viaduct has a current vertical clearance of 13' 0" and the City's 

pavement reconstruction project will lower the pavement resulting in a minimum 

clearance of 14' 6". Attached as Group Exhibit A are design specifications as prepared 

by HDR , Inc. in conjunction with the Chicago Department of Transportation. 

The City of Chicago requests that the Illinois Commerce Commission waive its vertical 

clearance requirements of 92 I.A.C. 1500 in that the vertical clearances of the viaducts at 

issue will be increased but will not meet the ICC's minimum clearance requirements.. 

The current estimated cost of the project is $4,877,742.00. The City requests that 

$2,029,800 or 41.61% of the total cost be paid out of the Grade Crossing Protection Fund 

of the Motor Fuel Tax Law. The remaining $2,847,942 of the project cost would be paid 

by Cook County. Each of the railroads would remain responsible for all future 

maintenance obligations of their respective viaduct. 

The City of Chicago requests expedited review of this petition and an order issued before 

4. 

5 .  

6. 



January 31,2005. The current plan is to advertise for construction bids on Februav 1, 

2006, with construction scheduled to start April 1,2006 and for construction to be 

completed by September 30,2007. The City of Chicago requests that an order be issued 

without hearing, but in the event a hearing is required, the City of Chicago respectfully 

requests that the hearing be held in Chicago, Illinois. 

WHEREFORE, THE CITY OF CHICAGO prays that the Illinois Commerce 

Commission conduct an expedited review of this Petition and enter an Order approving the 

viaduct reconstruction projects as part of the vertical clearance improvement program and 

approve the funding requested from the Grade Crossing Protection Fund of the Motor Fuel Tax 

Law no later than January 31,2006 as provided in this Petition. The City of Chicago further 

requests that the Order be granted without a hearing, but in the event a hearing is required, that 

the hearing be held in Chicago, Illinois. 

Respectfully submitted. 
CITY OF CHICAGO 
Mara S. Georges 

Jack A. Pace 
Senior Counsel 
City of Chicago 
Department of Law 
30 N. La Salk Street 
Suite 900 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 
312-744-6997 



STATE OF ILLINOIS 
ILLINOIS COMMERCE COMMISSION 

Petition for authorization for grade crossing viaduct 
reconstruction as part of a vertical clearance improvement program 
on 87'h Street in the city of Chicago, County of Cook, Illinois 

1 
1 
1 

NOTICE OF FILING 

TO: SEE ATTACHED SERVICE LIST 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT ON THIS DATE I caused to be mailed to the Illinois 
Commerce Commission, 527 East Capitol Avenue, P.O. Box 19280, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9280, 
by Federal Express, the original and three (3) copies of the City of Chicago's Petition for 
authorization for grade crossing viaduct reconstruction as part of a vertical clearance 
improvement program on 87'h Street in the city of Chicago, County of Cook, Illinois. 

Dated: December 12,2005 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, JACK A. PACE, an attorney, hereby certify that a copy of the foregoing Petition for 
authorization for grade crossing viaduct reconstruction as part of a vertical clearance 
improvement program on 87" Street in the city of Chicago, County of Cook, Illinois. was served 
upon the party or parties listed on the attached service list, by hand delivery, facsimile or by first class 
mail, postage prepaid, from Suite 900, 30 North La Salk Street, Chicago, Illinois 60602, in accordance 
with the Rules of Practice of the Illinois Commerce Commission. 

- 

Salk Street, Suite 900 
60602 (312) 744-6997 



Service List 

Randall D. Smith 
Assistant Chief Engineer 
The Belt Railway Company of Chicago 
6900 S. Central Avenue 
Bedford Park, Illinois 60638 

Gary Wilwerding 
Union Pacific Railroad 
301 W. Lake Street 
Northlake, Illinois 60164 

Tom Bracey 
Senior Engineer Public Improvements 
Norfolk Southern Corporation 
1200 Peachtree Street 
Atlanta, Georgia 30309 

Christopher C. Synder 
Transportation and Planning Bureau Chief 
Cook County Highway Department 
69 West Washington Street, Room 2345 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 

Brian Vercruysse 
Illinois Commerce Commission 
527 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 62794-9280 



I *- 





i i  :: p , r  * . n 



. .  

d 1! 





? 
-. , . 



u 
OO+bI Y l S  3NIlH3LVW 





j_ 
i' 
i, 

I 

--_ 

r w w a 
b- YJ 

I '  r r 
m 

i 







3NIlH31VW 



3NIlH31VVV 
- 

I 
.... ..... ~. .. .... 

5, ii-0 

! 

w 
3 z w > 
4 



1 
3 N I l H 3 L V f l  

j l  

3NIlH31V'W 

<. . 



I 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . , .. . . .. .. .. 
, .  

. .  

e 





. .  

. .  . 

+ 
W w 
iT 
t- 
v) 

Y 
2 
0 
LI 
TT 
0 z 



CL a 
L 



... 
. .  ~ ~... 

. i  
.. . .. . . . . .  . 
. .  



... 
. . .  . .  

. .  

, .  

. .  
. .  .... ~ . .  . ... ~. 



. ,  . .  . . . . . . . . . . .  
~ . .  . . . . . . .  . .  

, '  . . 



. .  

. .  

. .  



, .  

7 

. . .  

. . .  



. .  . .  . , . , ~  . 
. .  

. .  I 
. . .  

.. .. . . . . . .  . .  



. ,  . ,.... . , . . . .. . ..,... . . .  . . ~  . . . .  . .  





4 

OO+ZZ ' V I S  3Nl l  H31VW 

O l + L l  ' V I S  3NIlH31VW 



d 
r v, 



, . ~  . ,. . .  
,. . ,> ..., . . . . . ,. 

:; 

I 



. ~ , ,  . . . .  . . , -  ~ + 

0 z 



.t 

. '., 
'$\. 

'%% ~ . . .  . . .  . . .  

. .  . . , . . . ... . .~ .. . . . ,~ . .  
. ~. . .  . 

I 

I 




